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about 5.30 I came upstairs and wrote 700 words : A triumph of
will over pain and pessimism. At intervals I read Phillpotts's
latest classical phantasy " Circe's Island ". It is very easy to
read, but not at all classical. It is just a vehicle for his philo-
sophy of life. Fine humour in spots, and a certain agreeable
general saltiness.

After dinner, Dorothy and I played for ij hours, bits of
" Petrouschka ". Then I simply had to go to bed : weak and
worn out with many days of neuralgia. Still, despite it all, I
am enjoying being in the country.

Thursday, May zjth.

After breakfast I could think clearly about my novel, and soon
had the ideas in order for the next chapter. I wrote 600 words
before tea and 500 words afterwards. That makes 5,000 words
in five consecutive days. Without counting journalising, etc.
Not bad for a continuously neuralgic subject.

Monday, May
I went for a walk at 10.10 along the straight Storrington Rd.,
and sat on stiles while thinking out my next chapter. I was
reading about Scott's methods in The Times Lit. Suppl. > on
Sunday, and it seems he wrote the last chapters of " Woodstock "
at the rate of one chapter, or about thirty printed pages a day,
consecutively. Well, it is almost miraculous. It must have
been 5 or 6,000 words a day. And once written the stuff was
not re-read or looked at, at all, until the proofs came in. If I
could write anything like that I should only work six months
in the year. I suppose it's true.
I nursed Virginia for 20 minutes, while D. played a Bach-
Tausig Fugue, etc. It is very interesting nursing the baby for a
short time ; but the narrowness of the baby's interests must
make it tedious quite soon, I kept the creature very * good '.
Tuesday, June ist.
Tremendous morning's work. In the afternoon we drove out
in a Napier car with good springs and bad engine from the
Norfolk Arms, ArundeL We stopped a long time at Arundet,
while Dorothy shopped. Then to Climping, past Climping church
(Norman 13th Cent,). Then via Rustington and Angmering, to
Littlehampton. Littlehampton scarcely coincided at all with
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